Agenda Item 10.1
Compliance with and promotion of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) code and protocols

1. Introduction

WADA was instituted in 2002 as an independent organisation to oversee all doping control matters for all sport throughout the world.   Dependent upon National Government and International Olympic Committee funding, it has now reached a maturity whereby nearly all sports that are played in the world have ratified the code and protocols it has produced.   The Key Activities of WADA are to:-

· Fund scientific research to develop new detection methods 

· Educate athletes through the Athlete Outreach Program  

· Provide anti-doping education to athletes, coaches and administrators 

· Monitor acceptance of and compliance with the World Anti-Doping Code 

· Conduct unannounced out-of-competition doping control among elite athletes 

· Observe the doping control and results management programs of major events 

· Foster the development of National Anti-Doping Organizations (NADO) and of anti-doping programs

2. Ratification

A full list of sports and sports governing bodies that have ratified the code and protocols can be found at:- http://www.wada-ama.org/en/t2.asp?p=42149
In essence, all Olympic committees of each or the WCF member countries have ratified the code and protocols.   Indeed, a trawl through the list of sports that have ratified it would lead one to believe that only Croquet, at World level, remains outside.   Already many current WCF members have “signed” to local National Doping Control systems that are in turn bound to the WADA code and protocols.

3. Benefits

The benefits are:-

3.1 Becoming a member of the fastest growing world sports movement;

3.2 Enabling croquet to show its commitment to dope free sport;

3.3 Enabling croquet to show its commitment to sporting equality and fairness;

3.4 Assist Member countries to be able to seek funding from National Sports Grant Aiding Bodies.

4. Commentary on Benefits.

4.1 It is axiomatic that there is an argument that just because other sports have done it, that croquet should not naturally follow the acceptance of the code and protocols.   However, we must consider the reverse situation.   Without such ratification the WCF will find itself, eventually, cast as a pariah, in the sports world.

4.2 The WADA code and protocol has achieved almost unanimous endorsement and eventually the question must be faced of “what is croquet doing about it”.   To successfully defend a position of non-compliance or ambivalence will be difficult, given the widespread support it has.

4.3 Croquet remains as one of the few remaining sports where the referees of the game are the players themselves, save certain exceptions.   It is in this context that it can be said that the sport has enjoyed a high degree of fairness over the years.   Coupled with the fact that the sport, can in the main, be played on equal terms by men and women, the sport can rightly hold its head high when proclaiming fairness and equality.   This magnificent position can only be undermined, in time, by any delay in ratification of the WADA code and protocols. 

4.4 Many National Government Grant giving Agencies award monies to those that show a clear commitment to fairness and equality.    Though this may include other matters such as Racial and Disabled equality, doping control is at the forefront of the process of evaluation of a request for aid.   In many circumstances, certainly in the Western World, most grant agencies will never entertain any request for aid from an organisation that declines to ratify the WADA code and protocols.

4.5 It would also satisfy WCF Rule 3 (H) and 3 (M).

5. Models for Best Practice for International Federations

 
5.1 WADA have issued a best practice model and it can be found in pdf format at:-
http://www.wada-ama.org/rtecontent/document/if_model_rules_v2.pdf
5.2 Some parts are mandatory, some are discretionary.

5.3 It is likely there will be views expressed across the spectrum of acceptance or otherwise, and if so in what way the model will be implemented.   If the proposal at 6 below is passed, it is felt that the Management Committee be charged with the job of determining the extent and practices to be implemented.

6. Recommendation

6.1 It is therefore proposed that the World Croquet Federation:-

6.1.1 “Adopt and implement the Anti Doping Code approved by WADA with appropriate WCF Rule changes to reflect this and the mandatory requirements of its Models for Best Practice for International Federations.  Appropriate authority is given to WCF Management Committee to set in place an approved code with the various committees and appeal arrangements”.
6.1.2 The Resolution above to have immediate effect.
